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Attendance Policy

The VMTP curriculum is offered in blocks and includes numerous laboratory courses in
which live animals are used. Consequently, because of the nature of the VMTP,
attendance is required in all lectures, laboratories, course related meetings, and
scheduled events. Failure to comply with the Attendance Policy may result in
disciplinary action up to and including a required “make-up” assignment or may result
in dismissal from the VMTP if unexcused absences result in patient neglect (refer to
Patient Neglect Policy). Students who need to miss any VMTP function must request
permission_in advance by submitting to the Course Leader or Event Leader the VMTP
Student Application for Excused Absence Form (which can be retrieved from the CVM
Website or the VMTP Office). After the student receives approval from the Course
Leader or Event Leader, the form must be submitted to the VMTP Administration for
final approval.

Students who miss any VMTP class or activity because of unexpected emergencies or
unforeseen circumstances must notify their Course Leaders and the VMTP Office (662-
325-1103) as soon as possible to request that the absence be considered excused.
Appropriate faculty will determine makeup work for students with unexcused
absences. Immediately upon their return to campus the student must complete and
submit the required Application for Excuséd Absence Form.

Upon registration as an MSU student, the student accepts the responsibility of attending
all classes and doing any work the instructor may prescribe. When absence from the
class is essential, the student is responsible for providing satisfactory evidence to the
instructor to substantiate the reason for absence. The student is also responsible for
making arrangements that are satisfactory to the instructor in regard to work missed.
These arrangements should be made prior to the absence when possible. Among the
reasons absences are considered excused by the university are the following:
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e Participation in an authorized university activity.

e Death or major illness in a student’s immediate family.

o Illness of a dependent family member,

e Participation in legal proceedings or administrative procedures that require a
student’s presence.

¢ Religious holy day.

» llness thatis too severe or contagious for the student to attend class.

e Required participation in military duties.

¢ Mandatory admission interviews for professional or graduate school which cannot be
rescheduled.

It is the student’s responsibility to secure documentation of an illness from a physician. The
documentation must contain the date and time the student sought treatment. Based upon
the documentation, the instructor will decide whether makeup work will be allowed

The student should refer to the MSU Class Attendance and Reporting Policies, AOP 12.09,
for more details. htt://www.msstate.edu/dept/audit/PDF/1209.pdf
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