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Animal Disease Traceability
 2020
Traceability is a Federal law that requires livestock moving interstate to have official ID and a health certificate unless they are specifically exempt. Cattle, bison, sheep, goats, swine, horses, captive cervid, and poultry are covered by this law. Cattle required to have official ID are: 

· Sexually intact cattle 18 months or older


· Sexually intact dairy cattle of any age 

· Cattle of any age used for rodeo, recreational events, shows, and exhibitions
· NOTE: Beef cattle < 18 months of age moved interstate do not require official ID yet

Exemptions to the official ID rule include:
· Movement as commuter herd with a copy of the commuter herd agreement

· Movement from one state, through another and back to the original state

· Movement to an approved tagging site where they receive official ID or backtag 
· Movement with another form of ID as agreed between shipping and receiving states 

· Movement to slaughter or to one approved livestock facility and then to slaughter with backtag 
1. Official ID for cattle accepted in MS:

· Metal brucellosis tags (silver Brite tags and orange calfhood vaccination tags)

· 840 RFID electronic tags 

· Official breed association registration tattoo when accompanied by breed registry certificate 

· Official breed association registration brand when accompanied by breed registry certificate 

· Group/lot ID when allowed (GIN)

2. Official ID for other species

· Equine: detailed description (as with EIA test), electronic ID, or digital photo

· Poultry: leg bands or Group Identification Number (GIN)

· Sheep and goats: official Scrapie eartags, electronic implants, or breed registry tattoos

· Swine: official eartags, backtags for slaughter, purebred registry ear notches, and registered tattoos; and microchips in pot-bellied pigs

· Cervid: official eartag or USDA approved unique and traceable ID method
3. Health Certificate--Interstate Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (ICVI) written by accredited veterinarian must accompany livestock shipments. 
Exemptions to the ICVI rule include:
· Movement as a commuter herd with copy of the commuter herd agreement

· Movement from one state, through another and back to the original state

· Movement to approved livestock facility with owner-shipper statement

· Movement with other documentation as agreed upon between shipping/receiving states

· Movement to slaughter or approved livestock facility, then to slaughter with owner-shipper statement

· Movement to veterinary clinic for exam and home without change of ownership

· *Beef cattle < 18 mos need ICVI but official ID is NOT required to be listed on ICVI
4. Records Management
Records of tags applied and ICVIs issued must be kept for 5 years. ICVIs must be submitted to the State Vet’s Office within 7 calendar days and the State will forward a copy to destination state within 7 calendar days. Records must be legible and may be submitted by fax or email to MS Board of Animal Health. 
5. Where to get official ID?

USDA will supply metal tags at no charge. RFID tags may be purchased from vendors. MS will track tags applied to livestock if paperwork is submitted to MS Board of Animal Health (MBAH). Call us at 601-359-1170 or the USDA office at 601-936-8580 for more information. Brucellosis/Calfhood Vaccination tags available at MBAH.
Mississippi Board of Animal Health

888-646-8731 
Toll Free
121 North Jefferson St., P.O. Box 3889

601-359-1170
Office 

Jackson, MS  39201

601-359-1177 
FAX
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